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INTRODUCTION 
The silence of God, or His apparent hiddenness, often stands closely connected to the troubling issue of 

suffering. In a world filled with deep pain—a reality that touches everyone—the human heart naturally 

searches for meaning. We seek not only relief but also reassurance that life's difficulties serve some 

greater purpose. If there truly is a loving, all-powerful God who seeks relationship with humanity and 

desires everyone's well-being, why isn't His presence clearly felt by each person every day? Why 

doesn’t He step into our lives and fix it?  

Why must we "seek" and "knock" to find a God who is said to be everywhere and know everything? This 

yearning for evident signs of God's presence forms the core of the challenge known as Divine 

Hiddenness. Arising from personal struggles, it has evolved into a formal philosophical objection to 

belief in God. This challenge resonates deeply, causing significant anxiety, doubt, and despair not only 

for sceptics but often for committed believers as well, especially during times of personal hardship, 

when prayers seem to go unanswered in the ways we expect, or when life simply doesn't unfold 

according to our desires and timelines. Its emotional impact resonates particularly in personal hardships 

and the global experience of suffering. 

This document addresses this important question thoughtfully from my Christian viewpoint. I suggest 

that God's subtle approach—often communicated through gentle whispers and invitations rather than 

dramatic interventions—is intentional, not accidental. This divine approach, I will suggest, is 

meticulously designed to foster genuine human freedom, nurture authentic relationships rooted in love, 

accommodate our complex psychological makeup, and engage effectively within a universe embroiled in 

profound spiritual conflict. 

My exploration builds upon insights from related works, including Theodicy - Worldview: A Wider 

Spiritual Context (WSC) and Theodicy - The Problem of Evil & Suffering (Th). By integrating biblical 

wisdom from shared human experience, theological reflection, historical and personal narratives, and 

philosophical perspectives, I aim to present a clear, engaging, and hopeful outlook. ​

My goal is to help everyone—believers, sceptics, seekers, and the curious—understand why a loving 

God might prefer a relationship built on trust rather than immediate certainty, active pursuit rather than 

passive waiting, and humble openness rather than demanding certainty. Paradoxically, this subtlety 

often leads to deeper, richer, and genuinely embraced connections with Him.  

While direct arguments for God's existence may not be the primary reason many people believe, they 

can play a comforting and helpful role in exploring these profound questions. 
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Chapter 1. Defining the Demand for Undeniable Clarity 

1.1 The Formal Challenge: "Reasonable Non-Belief" 

The intellectual puzzle of why a benevolent and omnipotent God might not make His existence and His 

will overwhelmingly obvious has, in recent decades, gained significant traction within academic 

philosophy, evolving into what is known as "the problem of divine hiddenness." Thinkers like J.L. 

Schellenberg has formalised this into a strong argument against theism. The core of Schellenberg’s 

argument can be summarised thus: 

1.​ If there is a God, He is perfectly loving. 

2.​ If a perfectly loving God exists, then "reasonable non-belief" would not occur. ​

This is because such a God, desiring relationship, would ensure that any individual who is 

genuinely open to relationship and capable of it would have access to evidence sufficient to 

make such a relationship (and belief) possible and reasonable for them. 

3.​ Reasonable non-belief does occur. ​

There are, it is claimed, individuals who are capably and honestly open to belief, who may even 

diligently seek God or investigate the claims of theism, yet fail to find sufficient grounds for 

personal conviction. 

4.​ Therefore, a perfectly loving God (as traditionally conceived) does not exist, and hence, God 

does not exist. 

The central thrust of this argument is the assertion that a loving God ought to provide evidence for His 

existence that is clear and accessible enough for any reasonable, open-minded individual to affirm His 

reality, and to do so without that evidence needing to be so overwhelming that it infringes upon their 

moral freedom.  

The perceived reality that many such individuals cannot find themselves convinced, despite sincere 

efforts, forms the basis of this powerful philosophical challenge. It questions not just God's existence, 

but the very coherence of His attributes like love and power in light of widespread, apparently 

reasonable, non-belief.  

While acknowledging the sincerity of many who identify as non-resistant non-believers and genuinely 

feel they are open and seeking yet find no compelling evidence, it's also epistemically challenging to 

definitively ascertain true 'non-resistance' in any individual, including oneself. Deep-seated biases, 

unexamined desires, the subconscious fear of what belief might cost in terms of personal autonomy or 

lifestyle change ("I don't know what God would ask me to do"), or even past spiritual or emotional 

trauma can subtly, almost invisibly, sculpt the contours of one's openness or resistance in ways that are 

not always consciously apparent. 
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1.2 Sceptical Demands: Envisioning Irrefutable Proof 

This formal philosophical challenge often translates into more concrete, popular-level demands for 

specific kinds of divine self-revelation. If an "omnigod"—omnipotent, omniscient, omnibenevolent, and 

omnipresent—exists and possesses a message of ultimate importance for humanity ("the most 

important message in the universe," as one critic put it), the expectation is for nothing less than "perfect 

communication." This hypothetical perfect instruction might manifest in various ways: 

●​ Direct, Personal, and Unmistakable Manifestations: Many express a desire, "I'd believe God if 

He showed Himself to me directly." This envisions an unmediated, personal encounter, perhaps 

even a physical appearing or an unmistakable inner revelation, that would be so clear and 

powerful as to compel assent and remove all doubt about God's reality and His specific 

message for that individual. 

●​ On-Demand, Scientifically Verifiable Miracles: Others seek more empirical proof: "I'd believe 

God if He performed X undeniable miracle on demand, or consistently." The desire here is for 

spectacular, repeatable displays of supernatural power that could be rigorously tested and 

empirically verified, thereby satisfying a modern thirst for scientific validation of God's existence 

and active intervention in the world. 

●​ Universal, Unambiguous Public Signs: Some propose grand, public displays of divine 

communication: "Why doesn't God provide a universal, unmistakable sign1, like writing His core 

message in the sky for all to see, in every language, updating dynamically as cultures and 

languages evolve?" This could also take the form of "enormous divinely protected plaques all 

over the world with very literal extremely clear instructions," ensuring that God's message is 

universally accessible, tamper-proof, and perpetually relevant. 

●​ Innate, Infallible, Universal Knowledge: Perhaps the most radical demand is for a divine 

'operating system' preloaded into every human mind, an infallible, universally intelligible 

firmware. This divine information would be universally accessible from birth, free of any 

potential for misinterpretation, cultural distortion, or scientific inaccuracy, ensuring that 

everyone, regardless of cognitive ability, literacy, or sensory capacity, would understand and 

reach the same fundamental conclusions about God and His will. 

●​ Decisive, Benevolent Global Intervention: A common and emotionally charged cry is, "Why 

doesn't God just step in and decisively fix the world's problems—eliminate suffering, stop 

injustice, prevent disasters?" Such overt, world-altering interventions, it is implied, would serve 

as incontrovertible proof of His existence, His power, and His goodness, rendering faith almost 

superfluous and non-belief practically impossible. 

1 Noting the subversion of the rainbow symbol in popular culture. 
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1.3 Examining Expectations of Divine Love & Power 

The common thread weaving through these diverse demands is the underlying assumption that a truly 

loving and all-powerful God would and could overcome any conceivable obstacle—be it human 

cognitive limitations, cultural and linguistic diversity, sensory impairments, or even deep-seated willful 

resistance—to ensure His message is perfectly received and His existence universally acknowledged. 

The perceived absence of such "foolproof," unambiguously clear, and universally compelling 

communication is then frequently wielded as strong evidence against God's existence, or at least against 

the coherence of His traditionally ascribed attributes of perfect love and omnipotence. 

However, it is crucial at the outset to critically examine the expectations we bring to this profound 

question, particularly our assumptions concerning how divine love "should" manifest and how divine 

power "ought" to be exercised. As philosopher Michael Rea astutely observes, the more potent forms of 

the argument from Divine Hiddenness often derive their force from a particular, and perhaps culturally 

conditioned, set of expectations about divine love. These expectations can be heavily influenced by 

modern, Western, individualistic ideals. In many pre-modern and non-Western contexts, divine 

hiddenness, or God's action through indirect or seemingly obscure means, was often interpreted 

differently—not necessarily as a defeater for belief, but perhaps as an indicator of divine transcendence, 

majesty, or a call to deeper wisdom and discernment.  

Considering how readily human perceptions can misjudge the character or intentions of even our fellow 

human beings—often clouded by superficial appearances or incomplete information—how much more 

might our finite, anthropomorphic assumptions about a loving, omniscient, and utterly transcendent 

God require profound epistemic humility and careful re-examination?   

This also calls for epistemic humility. As some 'skeptical theists' argue, our finite human understanding 

may be severely limited in discerning all of God’s reasons for His actions, including the precise manner 

and timing of His self-revelation. Our criteria for 'optimal divine revelation' might be incomplete or even 

misguided from an infinite, omniscient perspective.  

This document will argue that God's chosen approach to revelation, which indeed includes a significant 

degree of what appears to us as hiddenness, is not a failure of His love or power, but a deliberate and 

wise choice integral to His overarching aim: fostering a deep, authentic, and freely chosen loving 

relationship with His creatures. 
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Chapter 2. God's Revelation: Sufficient, Nuanced, Personal 

The Christian narrative robustly counters the notion of an entirely silent, absent, or inadequately 

communicative God. It affirms that God has revealed Himself consistently, powerfully, and sufficiently 

throughout history and in ongoing human experience, albeit in ways that honour human freedom, invite 

a response of faith rather than compelling intellectual submission through irrefutable coercion, and are 

tailored to His ultimate relational goals. 

2.1 General Revelation: The Cosmos as Witness 

The universe itself serves as God’s primary, ongoing, and universally accessible sermon, revealed in His 

creation. 'For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 

nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without 

excuse.' (Romans 1:19-20). This general revelation unfolds through diverse, converging lines of 

evidence, such as: 

●​ Scientific Evidence for Cosmological Origin & Design 

○​ The Universe's Origin: Modern cosmology, including the implications of the 

Borde-Guth-Vilenkin theorem, points to a finite beginning for the universe, necessitating 

a transcendent cause external to space-time itself (cf. WSC Ch 1.1; Appx A.2 - The 

Contingency Argument). The question 'Why is there something rather than nothing?' 

finds a compelling answer in a self-existent God. 

○​ Fine-Tuning for Life: The breathtaking scale, intricate order (WSC Ch 4.2), and 

astonishing fine-tuning of the universe's fundamental physical constants are so precisely 

calibrated to permit life that they strongly suggest intelligent design rather than blind 

chance (cf. Appx A.1 - The Fine-Tuning Argument; Th Appendix A.1). 

○​ The Enigma of Life's Origin (Abiogenesis): The immense, unsolved informational and 

chemical hurdles in explaining the spontaneous generation of life from non-living matter 

challenge purely materialistic accounts and open the door to considering an intelligent 

source for biological information (cf. Appx A.3; Theodicy - Abiogenesis: Life's Origins). 

●​ Philosophical & Experiential Pointers 

○​ The Argument from Consciousness: The emergence of subjective awareness, 

self-consciousness, reason, and moral intuition from supposedly mindless matter 

remains a profound mystery for naturalism, suggesting Mind as a fundamental aspect of 

reality (cf. WSC Ch 4.1, 4.2; Appx A.9 - Mind-Brain Distinction). 

○​ The Argument from Objective Morality: The inherent sense of right and wrong, and the 

recognition of objective moral values that transcend mere preference or utility, point 
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towards a transcendent moral Lawgiver (cf. Th Ch 3.2; WSC Ch 6.5.1; explored further 

in Hid 2.2). 

○​ The Argument from Beauty and Intelligibility: The pervasive beauty in creation, often 

exceeding mere utilitarian function, and the universe's deep intelligibility through 

mathematics, hint at an artistic and rational Creator (cf. Appx B.7 - Argument from 

Divine Beauty; Appx B.5 - Psychophysical & Nomological Harmony). 

○​ The Argument from Religious Experience & Transformed Lives: Persistent, cross-cultural 

reports of encounters with the transcendent and demonstrably transformed lives offer 

experiential data consistent with a God who interacts with humanity (cf. Appx B.10; Th 

Ch 28). 

This is God's enduring message to the world, a revelation whose comprehensibility can transition and 

evolve with society as our scientific understanding of its vastness and complexity deepens. Through this 

majestic and ordered creation, God expects humanity to recognise the mark of His authorship, His 

power, and His divine nature. 

The silent majesty of a star-filled night sky, the almost unbelievable complexity encoded within a single 

strand of DNA, or the profound mathematical elegance underlying the laws of physics can evoke a deep 

sense of wonder and awe, pointing beyond the merely material to an intelligent, powerful, and artistic 

Creator. These are not simply random configurations of matter and energy, but whispers of an 

intentional Mind, a subtle yet persistent call to acknowledge a Source infinitely greater and more 

mysterious than the observable cosmos itself.  

Beyond the physical structure, the very intelligibility of the universe, particularly its profound alignment 

with abstract mathematical truths, presents another layer of witness. As Albert Einstein famously 

remarked, 'The most incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it's comprehensible.' He also 

noted the enigma of 'how can it be that mathematics, being after all a product of human thought which 

is independent of experience, is so admirably appropriate to the objects of reality?'  

Why should the abstract products of human thought so perfectly describe the fabric of reality? This 

deep coherence between mind and matter, between ideas and objects, points for some to a transcendent 

Mind underlying both, a source of eternal truths. 

2.1.1 Personalised Pointers: God Meeting Us Where We Are 

God’s communication can be profoundly personal, resonating with our unique backgrounds. What opens 

one heart to God may differ for another, yet both can be valid pointers from a God who knows us 

intimately. 

Individually, as a software engineer and data scientist, I find compelling personal evidence for Scripture's 

authenticity in its intricate design—what seems like deliberate, multi-layered coded information, akin to 
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a divine 'fingerprint' or an Author's signature. This isn't one type of code, but a convergence of diverse 

cryptographic and structural techniques that I find arresting. 

●​ Equidistant Letter Sequences (ELS): For instance, the Hebrew word for Torah (תורה, the Bible’s 

first five books) appears in Genesis and Exodus spelled forwards at 49-letter intervals, and then 

backwards in Numbers and Deuteronomy at the same interval. This literary embrace seems to 

direct the reader inward to the central book, Leviticus, where YHWH (יהוה, God’s personal name) 

is revealed by a similar ELS pattern at 7-letter intervals. The implication is powerful: the entire 

Torah purposefully designed to point to Yahweh, its divine source. Researchers also report ELS 

in Isaiah 53 (a prophetic chapter about a suffering servant) highlighting names like Yeshua 

(Jesus), suggesting deeper Messianic layers. 

●​ Prophetic Genealogies: In Genesis 38, the Davidic lineage (leading to a key messianic figure) 

appears encoded centuries before its historical unfolding. Even more strikingly, the Genesis 5 

genealogy from Adam to Noah, when Hebrew name meanings are read sequentially, forms an 

apparent prophetic sentence: "Man is appointed mortal sorrow; the Blessed God shall come 

down teaching; His death shall bring the despairing rest"—a concise Gospel (God's "good news" 

or rescue plan) embedded in names. 

●​ Broader Literary & Numerical Design: Beyond specific sequences, the Bible exhibits remarkable 

textual integrity through intricate chiastic structures (symmetrical patterns emphasizing central 

truths), pervasive parallelism in poetry (aiding memory and depth), strategic repetition, and 

consistent numerical symbolism (including practices like gematria – letter-number values – and 

Atbash ciphers), all suggesting a design beyond ordinary human authorship across vast 

timescales. 

For me, the perceived improbability of such diverse, complex, and thematically coherent encoding 

converging by chance becomes profoundly persuasive. It feels less like random coincidence and more 

like an intentional, multi-layered communication system from a guiding, meticulous hand. Likewise, the 

astonishing informational complexity in DNA—its error-correcting codes and dense data storage (cf. 

Appx A.3)—resonates with a programmer's mind, pointing to an ultimate Programmer of life. 

This principle of God tailoring communication extends across disciplines, with individuals noticing divine 

'fingerprints' in their own fields: 

●​ The Historian or Archaeologist: may find the historical corroboration of biblical narratives or the 

specific fulfilment of prophecy particularly compelling, feeling the weight of past events aligning 

with a divine narrative (cf. Appx C.6, C.10). 

●​ The Philosopher: might be drawn by the logical coherence and explanatory power of arguments 

from contingency, morality, or consciousness, experiencing a deep intellectual satisfaction in 

how these ideas point beyond the material (cf. Appx A.2, A.9, B.11.2). 
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●​ The Artist or Musician: could perceive God's hand most clearly in the transcendent beauty of 

creation, the profound aesthetics of mathematical order underlying harmony, or the emotive 

power of harmonic structures that seem to echo a deeper, spiritual reality (cf. Appx B.7). 

●​ The Information Scientist or Software Engineer, as noted from my own experience, might 

resonate with such perceived intricate design in scriptural texts or the sophisticated 

informational architecture of DNA (cf. Appx A.3). 

●​ The Chemist: could be awestruck by the elegant order of the periodic table or the improbable 

complexity and precision required for life-sustaining biochemical pathways, seeing an almost 

artistic intention in the very building blocks of matter. 

●​ The Cosmologist: may see a profound pointer in the universe's origin or the extreme fine-tuning 

of cosmic constants essential for a life-permitting cosmos, sensing an intelligence behind the 

universe's delicate balance (cf. Appx A.1, A.2). 

●​ The Writer or Literary Scholar: might discern a divine 'authorship' in the overarching narrative 

unity, thematic coherence, and deep psychological insights found in sacred texts, recognizing a 

story grander than any human could conceive. 

●​ The Mathematician: may be struck by the 'unreasonable effectiveness' of abstract mathematical 

truths in perfectly describing the fabric of physical reality, hinting at a divine Logician whose 

thoughts are woven into creation. 

●​ The Doctor or Biologist: might witness the astonishing complexity, inherent teleology 

(purposefulness), and self-regulating wisdom within living organisms—from a single cell to the 

human body—and see these as vibrant testimony to a Life-Giver. 

The power of these instances lies not always in universal, objective proof (as some areas, like ELS, are 

debated and seen by others as coincidence). Rather, the profound impact comes from a deeply personal 

encounter with what feels like divinely tailored evidence, speaking a language uniquely meaningful to 

the seeker. It's God, in His wisdom, 'winking'—for me, through what I perceive as intricate divine code; 

for others, through their own unique lens. This highlights that God's revelation, while having objective 

components (Ch 2.1), can also include personalised 'threads' drawing individuals to a deeper, resonant 

faith. Learning God's 'frequency' involves being open to His signature in the fields we understand best. 

These diverse, personalised encounters often form key threads in a larger tapestry of divine 

communication, inviting individuals into a broader understanding of God's multifaceted nature. 

2.2 Conscience: The Inscribed Moral Law 

Beyond the external witness of creation, the Christian worldview affirms that God has inscribed a moral 

compass, a fundamental awareness of right and wrong, within the human heart. Paul continues his 

reasoning: "For when Gentiles [non-Jewish people], who do not have the law [formal religious codes], by 
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nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, 

and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them." (Romans 2:14-15). This innate sense of 

justice, fairness, compassion, and the binding nature of moral obligation reflects the character of a 

transcendent moral Lawgiver (WSC Ch 6.5.1). 

Indeed, some Christian philosophers, such as Søren Kierkegaard, have profoundly suggested that the 

conscience is our relationship with God, or at least a primary and intensely personal focal point of it. It is 

argued that the intuitive awareness of eternal, righteous moral laws can lead more directly and 

intimately to an awareness of an eternal, righteous Lawgiver than even a spectacular sensory miracle, 

like a voice issuing from a burning bush. Such a miraculous voice, after all, could be attributed to various 

lesser sources—an angel, a deceptive spirit, an alien intelligence, or even a hallucination—requiring 

further complex interpretive steps to link it definitively to the ultimate, true God.  

The conscience, however, when unseared and not desensitised by persistent sin or willful denial, can 

be understood as the very whisper of God Himself, an internal, unmediated moral knowing that speaks 

to our deepest identity as moral beings created in His image. While this inner voice may not be the 

"loud," infallible, and universally identical "mental firmware" that some sceptics demand, it is 

nevertheless a profound, pervasive, and universal form of divine guidance. 

2.3 The Incarnate Word: Christ as Definitive Revelation 

Christianity makes its most unique, audacious, and central claim regarding divine revelation in the person 

of Jesus Christ. God's ultimate, clearest, most complete, and radically personal self-revelation is not 

found in a static text alone, a celestial sign, or a universal mental download, but in a living, breathing 

Person—Jesus of Nazareth.  

The author of an early Christian writing, Hebrews, declares: "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 

God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 

he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the 

glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power." 

(Hebrews 1:1-3).  

The Gospel of John, another foundational text, proclaims that "the Word [God's self-expression] became 

flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 

grace and truth." (John 1:14).  

In Jesus, God entered the stream of human history, lived a sinless life, taught with unparalleled authority, 

demonstrated God's compassionate character through miraculous acts of healing and deliverance, 

suffered unjustly, died sacrificially for the sins of humanity, and rose victoriously from the dead (Th Ch 

10-12). To see Jesus, in His life and teachings, is to see the Father (as Jesus Himself claimed, John 
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14:9). He is God "showing Himself" in the most relatable, accessible, costly, and ultimately 

transformative way possible—within the very fabric of human experience and history.​

To those who cry out, “If only God would show Himself, then I would believe!” the consistent Christian 

response is: He has shown Himself, definitively and compassionately, in Jesus. His radical, unconditional 

love for the outcast and the sinner, His fearless confrontation of religious hypocrisy and systemic 

injustice, His profound wisdom, His sacrificial death offered even for His enemies—this is the character 

of God made visible, tangible, and historically verifiable.  

Yet, the historical record itself, even within the Gospel accounts, bears sobering witness to the fact that 

even this most direct divine presence and undeniable display of miraculous power did not compel 

universal belief. Many who walked with Jesus, heard His words, and witnessed His signs, including the 

religious leaders of His day (the Pharisees and Sadducees), chose rejection, attributing His power to 

demonic sources (as recorded in Matthew 12:24) or finding His claims too scandalous to accept. This 

starkly illustrates that the core issue in belief is often not the mere clarity or quantity of the evidence 

provided by God, but the preparedness, openness, and underlying desires of the human heart. 

2.4 The Cumulative Case: A Tapestry of Testimonies, Sufficient, Not Coercive 

The Christian claim is not that any single mode of revelation, in isolation, constitutes irrefutable proof 

that compels universal assent. Rather, it is that through these interwoven avenues—the general 

revelation of creation (as itemised in Ch 2.1, including personalised pointers as described in Ch 2.1.1) 

and conscience (Ch 2.2), and the special, definitive revelation culminating in Jesus Christ (Ch 2.3) and 

attested in Scripture (the Christian holy book)—God has provided a rich tapestry of sufficient evidence. 

This cumulative case, drawing from natural theology (arguments from cosmology, fine-tuning, morality, 

consciousness – Th Appendix A & B), historical evidence (for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus – 

Th Appendix C.6), and the ongoing testimony of transformed lives, is substantial enough for a 

reasonable and open-hearted person to infer God’s existence, His character, and His redemptive 

intentions.  

Indeed, some find the sheer number and variety of these pointers to God to be compelling in itself. As 

YouTube agnostic personality Alex O’Connor observed, reflecting a sentiment echoed by many who 

explore these questions, ‘the most powerful argument for the existence of God has long since been the 

argument for the existence of God from the number of arguments… It seems like anywhere you look, 

you can construct one.’ This resonates with the experience of C.S. Lewis, a prominent 20th-century 

author, who described his own journey to faith as feeling like losing a chess match piece by piece, 

finding, in his words, ‘traps everywhere’ laid by truth as he read widely. 

 These arguments and testimonies intercept us at different planes: the rational (like philosophical 

arguments about being), the physical (observations of cosmic fine-tuning or the applicability of 

mathematics), the existential (the moral law within or experiences of beauty), and the historical (the 
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impact of figures like Jesus or the testimony of others). This diversity suggests a God who communicates 

in manifold ways, not limiting His witness to a single channel, much like a husband who expresses love 

for his wife not just with words but also with actions and gifts. The very fact that these revelations can 

connect so personally and diversely, as highlighted in the 'personalised pointers,' adds to the richness 

and relational nature of this cumulative testimony. 

However, this evidence is characteristically presented in a way that invites inquiry, reflection, personal 

engagement, and a response of faith, rather than bypassing human freedom by being so overwhelming 

as to be psychologically or intellectually coercive. 

 It’s crucial to distinguish this abundance of diverse testimony from an overpowering, irresistible 

revelation. One can have a multitude of pointers without them being impossible to resist. The common 

contention that there is simply “not enough evidence” often reflects a subjective threshold for what 

constitutes “proof,” or perhaps fails to grapple adequately with the breadth, depth, and convergence of 

the available data, or, as we shall explore, may mask deeper, unacknowledged resistances within the 

human heart itself.  

Alongside these general and historically anchored revelations, and the universal call to discern His 

Spirit, there are testimonies of individuals who seem graced with exceptionally vivid or direct 

experiences of the spiritual realm. Seers such as Blake Healy or Micah Turnbo, report an unusual ability 

to naturally and vividly see spiritual realities or Ravi Kandal2 who daily hears God’s audible guidance in 

remarkably direct ways. While not presented as the normative daily experience for all believers, and 

always needing to be tested against foundational spiritual truths and wise counsel, such accounts can 

affirm the personal and dynamic nature of God’s interaction.  

Such testimonies, while affirming God’s personal engagement, also highlight the mystery of His ways 

and can serve to drive us toward communal discernment and reliance on the broader body of Christ (cf. 

WSC Ch 19), rather than fostering an expectation that all individuals will, or should, receive revelation in 

the same direct manner. Indeed, a degree of hiddenness in direct individual perception necessitates and 

enriches our interdependence, reminding us that no single person holds all the answers. They remind 

us that He engages His creation in manifold and sometimes extraordinary ways, supplementing His 

more universally accessible revelations and perhaps pointing to spiritual senses that can be developed 

or are uniquely bestowed. 

 

 

2 Featured in Darren Wilson's "Father of Lights" documentary, 2012 
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Chapter 3. Purpose in Hiddenness: God's Relational Design 

If God has indeed revealed Himself through these powerful, albeit not always coercively obvious, 

avenues, why the persistent feeling of hiddenness for many? Why not a more overt, undeniably 

compelling presence that silences all doubt and secures universal belief? The Christian framework 

suggests that God's chosen approach to revelation, which includes a significant degree of what appears 

to us as hiddenness, is not an oversight, a limitation, or an indication of indifference. Instead, it is imbued 

with profound relational and redemptive purposes. These purposes are often best understood not 

through abstract philosophical propositions alone, but by examining the unfolding narrative of God's 

interaction with humanity and by considering the complex nature of human beings. Consider, for 

instance, the ancient story of Joseph from the book of Genesis. This narrative details a young man who 

endured profound betrayal, slavery, and unjust imprisonment, seemingly abandoned by God, only to 

later see these hardships as integral to a divine plan for salvation and his own transformation.  

Indeed, some theological traditions, particularly within Apophatic thought (emphasizing God's 

transcendence) or Eastern Orthodoxy (a branch of Christianity), propose that a degree of divine 

hiddenness is not a 'problem' to be overcome but an intrinsic aspect of the divine-human relationship. 

God reveals Himself as hidden, and this mystery can deepen with revelation, inviting a different kind of 

awe-filled seeking and encounter rather than demanding complete intellectual mastery. 

3.1 The Human Factor: Reason, Desire, & Resistance 

A primary issue with many arguments from divine hiddenness, particularly those demanding “perfect 

instruction,” is their implicit, often unexamined, assumption that human beings are predominantly 

rational creatures who, if simply presented with “proper” or “sufficient” logical evidence, would 

invariably and dispassionately arrive at belief. However, both our everyday experience and a wealth of 

psychological and theological insight contradict this overly simplistic view of human nature. We are 

profoundly influenced, often more than we realise, by our desires, fears, ingrained biases, emotional 

wounds, cultural conditioning, and pre-existing commitments. We are not neutral data-processors. We 

are prone to dismiss, ignore, or rationalise away evidence, however robust (such as the converging lines 

of general revelation detailed in Chapter 2.1), if it clashes with what we want to be true, threatens our 

cherished autonomy, requires the cost of obedience, makes us vulnerable to what God might ask of us, 

or calls for uncomfortable changes in our lives. As one commentator noted, observing an atheist 

dismiss peer-reviewed meta-analyses supporting a link between religiosity and positive educational 

outcomes as mere “Christian blogs” illustrates how readily even “hard data” can be rejected or 

reinterpreted to maintain a desired belief or disbelief. We often, subtly or overtly, seek to make reality 

conform to our preferences, rather than conforming our beliefs to reality. 

The frank admissions of influential thinkers reveal this dynamic. The philosopher Thomas Nagel 

confessed to a “cosmic authority problem,” stating that he possesses an “antecedent bias against God,” 
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hoping that God doesn’t exist, suggesting a powerful volitional element that precedes and shapes his 

engagement with evidence. Similarly, Aldous Huxley acknowledged that for him and many of his 

contemporaries, the “philosophy of meaninglessness was essentially an instrument of liberation,” 

particularly liberation from a system of morality that “interfered with our sexual freedom.” These 

honest self-reflections underscore that the quest for truth about God can be deeply intertwined with, 

and sometimes profoundly subverted by, pre-existing desires, agendas, and a resistance to moral 

accountability.  

Beyond conscious resistance, individuals can also progressively ‘blind themselves,’ often bit by bit, by 

increasingly giving credence to the ‘voice of the world’—its superficial values, its demands for autonomy, 

its scepticism towards the transcendent. This gradual desensitization to spiritual truth, a process often 

subtly or overtly influenced by spiritual forces antithetical to God (as explored further in Chapter 5.1), 

can make discerning God’s reality and His communication increasingly difficult. What begins as a slight 

turning away can, over time, lead to a profound spiritual opacity. Therefore, even if God were to provide 

universally “sufficient” evidence by some objective standard, it is by no means guaranteed that everyone 

would accept it or find it compelling.  

Many might still choose to reject it, reinterpret it through a lens of scepticism, or simply ignore its 

implications to preserve their autonomy or avoid unwelcome truths about their own lives. The “problem” 

of hiddenness, then, may lie less in God’s failure to provide adequate evidence and more in our complex, 

often self-deceptive, human tendency to resist what is actually being offered. The Bible itself speaks of 

God sometimes “hardening hearts” (Exodus 9:12, Romans 9:18), not as an arbitrary act of divine 

impulse, but often as a response to persistent human rebellion and rejection, allowing individuals to 

become more entrenched in the choices they have already freely made. 

3.2 Preserving Authentic Freedom for Genuine Love 

This remains a cornerstone of the Christian understanding of why God does not make His presence 

overwhelmingly coercive (Th Ch 5.1; WSC Ch 5.1). Genuine love, meaningful moral virtue, and an 

authentic relationship of trust necessitate genuine freedom. An overwhelming, irresistible divine 

presence—one that makes disbelief intellectually or psychologically impossible—could compel belief 

and obedience by sheer force of evidence or power. Such coercion, however, would undermine the 

very possibility of a freely chosen response of love, trust, and voluntary allegiance. God, in His wisdom, 

desires a relationship rooted in authentic choice, not compelled compliance by creatures who are little 

more than sophisticated automatons.​

Kierkegaard's thoughtful parable of "The King and The Maid" (Th Appendix B.4) vividly illustrates this 

divine goal. The king, desiring the maid's genuine love, understands that revealing himself in his full 

royal splendor and power would likely elicit a response born of fear, awe, or ambition, rather than pure 

affection for him as a person. He therefore chooses to relinquish his overwhelming status, to meet her as 

an equal, so that her love, if offered, might be authentic. Similarly, God often veils His full glory, His 
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unmitigated power, to create the necessary "epistemic distance." This space allows faith to be a 

meaningful commitment… not an inevitable intellectual conclusion, paving the way for the 

transformative knowing (see Ch 3.3) He desires—a relationship of freely chosen love, not compelled 

assent. He seeks lovers who choose Him freely, not subjects compelled by irrefutable proof or fear.  

God does not "unzip the sky" with daily, undeniable pronouncements because such overwhelming clarity 

might bypass the human heart and its capacity for genuine, uncoerced love, which is what He supremely 

values. If He did an overt undeniable demonstration of His existence, I wonder how long it would take 

before we get numb to it, bored and familiar with it and until we simply ignore it.  

As Blaise Pascal, a 17th-century philosopher and scientist, noted, Christian thought professes 'a God 

who hides,' who comes in humility, and can only be found in humility. This is not a flaw in the divine 

plan but a feature of it. Forcing belief through overwhelming displays would remove true 

self-determination in choosing between good and evil, between allegiance to God and allegiance to self 

or other powers. 

3.3 The Divine Aim: Transformative Knowing, Not Just Knowing About 

God's goal in self-revelation transcends mere intellectual acknowledgment of His existence, which Paul 

Moser calls "basic theism." Instead, He seeks "cognitively robust theism"—a deep, personal, and 

transformative relationship with Him as Lord. This relational knowing, forged through lived experiences 

of trial, suffering, abundance, and lack, engages the whole person, moving beyond head knowledge to 

existential trust. James 2:19 notes that even demons acknowledge God's existence, yet true faith 

involves a covenantal, marriage-like relationship of loving trust, obedience, and devotion to God as 

sovereign and good. 

The nature of our belief matters as much as its content. God desires faith rooted in humility, seeking 

moral transformation and responding to His character, not belief coerced by power or driven by 

self-interest. His self-revelation is designed to foster this profound, transformative relationship, often 

through spiritual struggle and perceived hiddenness, which cultivate deeper union than a simple display 

of divine existence would allow. 

Our demands for God to reveal Himself on our terms reflect pride and self-centeredness. As Moser 

suggests, our natural "unfitness" for knowing God—marked by spiritual blindness and resistance to His 

lordship—requires preparatory work. Through conviction and humbling, often illustrated in narratives 

like Joseph’s (Genesis 37–50), God addresses our selfishness and pride. Only then can He progressively 

reveal Himself as loving and holy, enabling us to receive Him without distortion. Premature, full 

revelation might fuel selfish desires or fear, undermining God’s aim of our sanctification and joyful 

communion with Him. 
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3.4 Hiddenness as Merciful Providence & Sanctification 

Paradoxically, what often appears as divine hiddenness, silence, or even abandonment can be, from 

God's eternal perspective, an expression of His profound mercy and a necessary component of our 

spiritual growth—our sanctification—and His larger, often inscrutable, redemptive plan. The story of 

Joseph, whose journey through suffering to salvation was mentioned earlier, offers a powerful lens 

through which to understand this "hidden pattern of Grace." This understanding unfolds in several key 

ways: 

●​ Cultivating Humility and Exposing "Hidden Depths of Sin" 

God's initial work in a person's life, or even within a family system as dysfunctional as Jacob's 

(Joseph's father), is often to allow circumstances that bring to the surface and force a 

confrontation with deep-seated pride, idolatrous favoritism, consuming jealousy, or crippling 

arrogance—the "hidden depths of sin" that fester beneath a seemingly prosperous or stable 

exterior. Joseph's youthful hubris, fuelled by his father's unwise partiality, and his brothers' 

simmering, murderous envy were not immediately corrected by a dramatic divine intervention or 

a clear, rebuking voice from heaven. Instead, God worked through a painful, protracted, and 

often deeply hidden process of betrayal, enslavement, false accusation, and unjust 

imprisonment. This prolonged suffering was instrumental in breaking Joseph's pride, forging his 

character, and preparing him for his eventual, God-ordained role - saving Egypt from famine. 

Similarly, for us, a period where God seems distant or silent might be precisely the time He is 

allowing us to confront our own self-sufficiency, our cherished idols, and our deep-seated flaws, 

leading to a necessary and transformative humility. 

●​ Complex vs. Simple Salvation – God's Tailored and Often Hidden Methods 

The trials Joseph endured highlight that God's methods of working in human lives are not 

one-size-fits-all; they are perfectly tailored to the individual and the specific redemptive purpose 

He is accomplishing. The prophet Elisha, when trapped in Dothan and facing an overwhelming 

enemy army, cried out for deliverance and received a dramatic, visible rescue with "chariots of 

fire" from heaven (an account from 2 Kings 6). This was a "simple salvation," a direct and 

immediate intervention. Centuries earlier, in the same region of Dothan, Joseph, the young man 

with prophetic dreams, was betrayed by his brothers, stripped of his robe (a symbol of his 

father's misguided love), and thrown into an empty cistern, crying out in terror and despair. He 

seemingly met only silence from God, followed by the horror of being sold into slavery. Yet, the 

biblical narrator masterfully implies that God was working as profoundly, though far more 

hiddenly, in Joseph's protracted suffering as He was in Elisha's dramatic rescue. Joseph needed a 

"complex salvation"; he had to be "lost"—betrayed, enslaved, forgotten, unjustly accused—to 

ultimately be "saved" in the deepest sense (humbled, matured in character, stripped of his 
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arrogance) and thus be positioned to become the savior of his family and entire nations from 

famine. Had Joseph received an immediate, Elisha-style rescue from the pit, his significant 

character flaws might have persisted, and God's larger, multi-generational redemptive plan for 

Israel could have been catastrophically thwarted. God's apparent silence and non-intervention in 

Joseph's deepest suffering were not indications of absence or indifference but integral parts of a 

more intricate, hidden, and ultimately more transformative divine purpose. 

●​ The "Coat" of the Father's Love as Sustenance in Hiddenness 

Even in divine hiddenness and deep suffering, as exemplified by Joseph, God provides a spiritual 

"coat"—an assurance of His enduring love to sustain believers. Joseph’s ornate robe, though 

stripped away, initially symbolized his father’s flawed yet profound affection. For believers facing 

God’s silence, the true "coat" is the promise and lived reality of God’s steadfast love, most fully 

revealed in Jesus Christ. The 17th-century poet George Herbert, reflecting on his own trials, 

wrote that God “hath spoiled suffering, and given to my anguish Joy’s coat.” This deep conviction 

of being unconditionally loved by the Father transforms suffering into an opportunity for growth 

in wisdom, character, and paradoxical joy. As Herbert expressed, “Wounded I sing.” 

●​ The Pain of Unmet Expectations and Protective Love 

Joseph’s prolonged trials and eventual vindication reveal a paradoxical mercy when prayers for 

good outcomes—like healing or justice—go unanswered or delayed, even when aligned with 

God’s ultimate will (Th Ch 9.3). This can be deeply painful, requiring trust that not all our 

desires, however noble, are best for us now or that we are prepared to receive them. A 

premature gift, like an inheritance to an immature heir or a responsibility beyond our current 

character, might crush us, hindering our ultimate well-being and God’s larger purposes. Prayers 

such as “Not my will but your will be done” (Matthew 6:10) echo heavenly realities, yet in the 

“already but not yet” of God’s kingdom (Appx C.2), answers may not align with our expected 

timing or form. God’s silence or delay, rooted in His sovereign wisdom, may serve our 

sanctification, others’ readiness, unseen spiritual dynamics, or His redemptive timeline (Th Ch 8, 

“Eternal Preview”; Th Ch 21, “The Divine Ripple Effect”). An untimely answer could disrupt a 

greater good. Thus, His “no” or “wait” acts as a protective mercy, fostering deeper trust in His 

goodness despite His veiled ways. God may also withhold fuller revelation to limit our 

culpability, as sinning in ignorance, though serious, may bear lesser consequences than rejecting 

undeniable divine truth. 

●​ Necessity of "Trials, Darkness, and Abandonment" for Spiritual Growth 

Building on this, true spiritual growth, the journey toward deep union with God, often involves 

navigating trials, spiritual darkness, or a profound sense of abandonment. These challenging 
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periods—when easy answers, comforts, and the tangible sense of God's presence fade—test 

faith most intensely, forge character most deeply (as seen in Joseph's maturation), and foster a 

resilient reliance on God's unseen grace and steadfast promises. God's temporary withdrawal of 

perceptible signs of His presence can catalyze a mature, unshakable trust in His goodness, even 

when His ways seem mysterious. This aligns with the mystical concept of the "dark night of the 

soul," a stage where the absence of consolations purifies faith, leading to a deeper, less 

self-centered union with God. 

●​ Avoiding Wrong Responses, Superficiality, and Idolatry of the Sign 

Furthermore, God's chosen mode of revelation serves another crucial purpose. As Michael 

Murray astutely notes, if God's existence were made coercively obvious through constant, 

undeniable signs, many individuals might respond superficially—out of fear of punishment, a 

desire for self-centered gain, or mere intellectual curiosity—rather than from a heart 

transformed by genuine love, repentance, and a desire for God Himself. God refuses to become 

merely an idol of our cognition, a spectacle for our entertainment, or a cosmic vending machine 

to be manipulated for our desires. His partial hiddenness can protect the sacredness of genuine 

encounter and ensure that our focus remains on Him, not on the phenomena of His power. The 

goal is not just belief that God exists, but belief in God, a relational trust that transcends mere 

intellectual agreement. 

●​ The Analogy of Riding a Bike 

God's overall approach can be likened to a devoted parent teaching their young child to ride a 

bicycle for the first time. The parent, strong and capable, could easily hop on the bike and speed 

down the road, but the child, wobbly and unsure, would be overwhelmed or even frightened if 

pushed too fast or left to balance alone. Instead, the parent kneels beside the bike, steadying it 

with a gentle hand, running alongside with encouraging words, and perhaps using training 

wheels at first. They let the child pedal at their own pace, allowing small wobbles and falls, 

knowing these are part of learning. The parent doesn’t force the child to race down hills before 

they’re ready but patiently guides them until their confidence and skill grow strong enough to 

ride independently, joyfully embracing the freedom of the open road. Similarly, God, in His 

boundless power and wisdom, meets humanity where we are in our spiritual journey. Knowing 

our fragility and fearfulness, He doesn’t overwhelm us with the full weight of His glory or 

demand we grasp His infinite nature all at once. Instead, He walks beside us, offering gentle 

guidance through His word, creation, or moments of grace, like a parent steadying the bike. He 

allows us to stumble and learn, gradually building our faith and understanding until we’re ready 

to encounter Him more fully, with love and trust rather than fear or confusion. 
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3.5 Sovereignty of Revelation: The Invitation to Search and "Ears to Hear" 

The Scriptures themselves reveal a divine teaching method where truth is not always laid bare for 

passive consumption, nor is God seemingly 'worried,' in a human sense, if individuals do not immediately 

grasp His full perspective or if His ways appear challenging.  

This selective approach echoes Jesus' own interactions, particularly with those whose hearts were 

closed, like many of the Pharisees (a religious group often depicted as opposing Jesus). His use of 

parables (illustrative stories) was, in part, to veil truth from those unprepared or unwilling to receive it 

(as described in Matthew 13:10-17), and He would often not explain Himself in the direct, exhaustive 

manner demanded.  

This divine reticence, this apparent lack of immediate, full disclosure, can sometimes be akin to an 

unspoken challenge from God: 'You are not ready yet for the depth of what I have to reveal, or for the 

implications it carries. Are you truly prepared to give your whole life to this if it is indeed true?'  

This challenging aspect of divine communication underscores that encountering God is not merely an 

intellectual exercise but a call to total commitment, a recognition that some revelations are predicated 

on a willingness to fully respond. Proverbs 25:2 (a book of ancient wisdom) declares: 'It is the glory of 

God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out.' This suggests that God 

intentionally veils certain aspects of His truth and His ways, not primarily to frustrate us, but to invite a 

noble, 'kingly' pursuit from those who value it and are willing to meet the conditions of deeper 

understanding.  

This active seeking, this diligent searching, is part of His transformative design. It compels us to 

re-evaluate our priorities, to cut through the noise of our distractions, to confront our skewed naivety 

about ourselves and the world, and to recognise the sinful distortions that mar our perception of Him 

and our capacity for genuine partnership.  

Jesus often concluded His parables with the enigmatic phrase, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear" 

(Matthew 11:15, Mark 4:9), powerfully reinforcing that the capacity to understand spiritual truth is not 

universal by default but requires a certain divine enablement and a corresponding human willingness to 

listen deeply and obey. This implies that understanding spiritual truth requires not just intellectual 

capacity but a certain receptivity, an inner attunement and a willingness to engage in this 'searching out.' 

His use of parables, He explained, was partly to veil truth from those whose hearts were hardened or 

unprepared, while simultaneously revealing deeper mysteries to those genuinely seeking. God's 

hiddenness, from this perspective, can be a call to deeper engagement, a sifting mechanism that 

distinguishes the casual inquirer from the earnest seeker. The onus is not solely on God to make 

Himself obvious, but also on humanity to cultivate the "ears to hear," the heart to seek, and the humility 

to allow our distorted views to be corrected. The revelation of "who Jesus is" (a pivotal question in 
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Matthew 16:15) often requires a state of openness, humility, and divine illumination, not just intellectual 

deduction. 

3.6 Limits of Information Without Transformation 

A crucial insight from thinkers like Blaise Pascal, and echoed in the Joseph narrative, is that humanity's 

fundamental problem in relation to God is not primarily ignorance, which could be solved by clearer 

information or more obvious signs, but sin—a deep-seated rebellion of the will, a corruption of desire, 

and a prideful insistence on autonomy.  

If this is the case, then a full, unambiguous unveiling of God's reality and power, a mere provision of 

"perfect instruction," might not achieve the desired relational and redemptive outcome. In fact, for a 

heart set in its resistance, such overwhelming evidence could potentially harden it further. The ancient 

account of Pharaoh, who witnessed astonishing plagues yet repeatedly hardened his heart against God 

(Exodus 7-12), serves as a sobering archetype. Even today, some avowed atheists acknowledge they 

would not worship God even if confronted with an undeniable miracle, revealing that the root issue is 

often volitional, not merely evidential. 

Therefore, God's method of revelation, particularly His humility in the Incarnation (the "baby in the 

manger," the "suffering servant" – descriptions of Jesus' humble entry into the world and His sacrificial 

life), may be best designed to address our deepest need: healing from pride, softening a resistant will, 

and transforming our corrupted desires, rather than simply providing more data to a mind that may 

already be set against Him. The Gospel (the core Christian message of salvation), as theologian Tim 

Keller highlighted from the Joseph story, is not primarily about showing us how to live a good life 

through rules and exemplars ("traditional religion"), but about how God's grace breaks into our lives, 

often "against our will" initially, to save us from the sin and brokenness we would never overcome on our 

own. Mere information cannot achieve this; only transformative grace can. 
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Chapter 4. Engaging the "Hidden" God: Risk, Faith & Inner Change 

If God's communication is indeed nuanced and relational, and if His purposes are often hidden within the 

complexities of our lives and His grander narrative, how does one actively and fruitfully engage with 

Him, especially when He seems distant or silent? The Christian tradition, richly informed by centuries of 

contemplative practice, scriptural wisdom, and the lived experiences of believers, suggests a journey 

that involves not passive waiting, but active faith, intentional spiritual discipline, and the courageous, 

often lifelong, work of identifying and removing the internal obstacles that mute His voice and distort 

our perception. 

4.1 Faith as Reasoned Trust Leading to Risk: Seeking Amidst Uncertainty 

Faith, in the robust Christian understanding, is not a blind leap into irrationality or a willful ignorance of 

evidence. It is, rather, a reasoned trust built upon the cumulative weight of available evidence—the 

profound intelligibility and astonishing fine-tuning of the created order, the persistent and universal 

witness of human conscience, the unique and compelling historical testimony concerning the person, life, 

teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (central to Christian belief, as detailed in texts like 1 

Corinthians 15), and the demonstrably transformed lives of countless individuals across cultures and 

centuries. However, this reasoned trust invariably leads to a life of profound risk.  

To live by faith is to risk being misunderstood, even appearing foolish to a world that often demands 

empirical certainty and immediate, tangible results. It is to consciously offer the surrender of our will to 

Him as a precious, often costly, gift of obedience, even before all the 'whys' are answered or the path 

ahead is fully illuminated. Faith is, in essence, to place our hand in an invisible Divine hand and trust its 

guidance, acknowledging the inherent risk that we may have misheard, misinterpreted, or that our finite 

understanding is incomplete. It is a courageous stepping out, trusting His character even when His 

specific actions are veiled.  

This concept of 'belief' leading to costly action and unwavering allegiance resonates deeply with its 

more ancient understanding, particularly in contexts like the Roman Empire during the early Church. 

Then, to 'believe' often meant a willingness to suffer persecution, societal ostracization, and even die for 

that conviction. This stands in stark contrast to much of our comfortable Western world, which can be 

characterised by an abundance of luxury, an expectation of convenience, and a pervasive 

self-centeredness—a 'me-ism' often fixated on personal comfort and self-image. In such a culture, we 

might colloquially say we 'would die for a hamburger,' yet many struggle to hold any conviction with the 

depth that would inspire genuine, life-altering sacrifice to see it advanced. The Christian faith, in its 

authentic form, however, calls for a conviction that is prepared to embrace such sacrificial risk, moving 

beyond mere intellectual assent to a lived-out, all-encompassing allegiance.  

Yet, this very vulnerability, this dependence born of trusting surrender, is often where the deepest 

experiences of God's faithfulness and personal presence are forged. This reasoned trust, however, does 
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not always equate to absolute empirical certainty or the absence of all doubt. Instead, it provides the 

courageous foundation and enduring motivation for the active pursuit of God—the "seeking," "knocking," 

and "asking" (Matthew 7:7) that Jesus Himself consistently advocated.  

This journey often begins with a sincere desire to 'taste and see that the Lord is good' (Psalm 34:8, an 

ancient song). While some traditions caution against testing God defiantly (Matthew 4:7), a humble 

invitation for God to reveal His reality to an open heart is different. God often responds with compassion 

to the honest doubter, as seen in His interactions with Thomas (John 20:24-29, a disciple who doubted 

Jesus' resurrection) or John the Baptist's disciples (Matthew 11:2-6, when John questioned Jesus from 

prison), by providing pointers to His presence and work. This initial 'trial' of faith, approached with 

genuine seeking rather than sceptical demands, can indeed be a first step towards experiencing His 

goodness. It recognises that God may provide 'purposive evidence'—evidence that becomes particularly 

clear or compelling to those who are already oriented towards responding positively and are sincerely 

seeking Him. Even when direct, subjective experience of God feels elusive, or when perplexing questions 

and agonizing doubts arise (as they did even for steadfast figures like John the Baptist in prison, or C.S. 

Lewis, a renowned Christian author, after the death of his wife), faith, understood as relational trust, 

perseveres. It holds firm to what reason, revelation, and prior experience have established as true, even 

when current emotions or circumstances tempt despair or disbelief.  

It is this active, engaged trust that opens the inner door to deeper, more personal encounters with the 

Divine, recognising that God often reveals Himself most profoundly not through overwhelming 

intellectual proofs alone, but through His grace breaking into our lives, sometimes "against our [initial] 

will," to save us from sin and draw us into relationship. This is the essence of the Gospel, which 

proclaims acceptance by grace as the precursor to genuine transformation and obedience, rather than 

obedience as a prerequisite for acceptance. 

4.2 Learning God's "Frequency": Discerning Divine Communication 

Discerning God’s guidance is often less like receiving an unmistakable external broadcast on a clear 

channel and more akin to learning a subtle, nuanced language or recognizing a unique spiritual 

“frequency” or signature. This is an art and a practice, honed over time through patience, prayerful 

attentiveness, humility, and a willingness to test perceived leadings against established spiritual 

principles. It is a journey of sanctification and relational maturity where the central challenge, “How do I 

know it’s not just me?”, is often answered progressively as internal obstacles (detailed in 4.3) are 

addressed with God’s empowering grace, allowing His signal to become clearer. 

The operative principle is that the ‘error’ in miscommunication is never on God’s side, as His 

communication is perfect; rather, difficulties arise from our side—our lack of full knowledge or surrender, 

our misunderstandings, or our unreadiness for the implications of His guidance. The story of Joseph 

illustrates this: God communicated powerfully through dreams, a deeply symbolic and personal 
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“frequency,” yet even Joseph’s own father initially rebuked him, misunderstanding the divine source and 

meaning. Discernment and a mature understanding of God’s methods often develop gradually.  

Key aspects of learning this “frequency” include: 

●​ Recognising the Signature of Divine Thoughts and Feelings 

Communication from God often manifests not as an audible voice, but as internally arising 

thoughts, impressions, intuitions, or gentle urgings that carry a distinct emotional and spiritual 

signature. These can feel qualitatively different from one’s ordinary stream of consciousness, 

which might be driven by anxiety, ambition, or worldly logic. Divine promptings frequently 

resonate with an unexpected sense of peace, profound clarity, deep-seated stability, a gentle yet 

firm conviction (distinct from harsh condemnation), and a humbling security rooted in God’s 

goodness and love, rather than feelings of agitation, compulsion, fear, or self-inflation. Learning 

to recognise this characteristic “feel” or “energy level” associated with God’s presence is a crucial 

part of discernment. For instance, a business leader, after much anxious deliberation over a 

complex ethical dilemma, might find, during a quiet moment of prayer or reflection, a clear, 

persistent thought emerging—a solution that prioritises integrity, compassion, and long-term 

kingdom values over immediate profit or expediency. This thought is accompanied by a deep 

sense of inner rightness, peace, and moral clarity, even if it involves personal or financial 

sacrifice. This inner leading, distinct from previous anxious calculations or self-serving 

rationalisations, might be discerned as God’s “frequency.” 

●​ The “Fruit Test” – Discerning by Emotional and Moral Resonance 

The character of the feelings, motivations, and potential outcomes generated by a perceived 

communication is a vital diagnostic tool. Authentic divine leading will consistently align with and 

produce the “fruit of the Spirit”—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control (qualities listed in Galatians 5:22-23). It will not generate or 

exacerbate sustained states of shame (though it may bring godly sorrow leading to repentance 

and restoration), agitating fear, grasping greed, divisive pride, debilitating worry, or arrogance. 

Therefore, if an inner voice, a strong feeling, an interpretation of circumstance, or even advice 

from others consistently leaves one feeling condemned, chronically anxious, bitter, resentful, or 

inflated with self-importance, it is highly unlikely to be the gentle, restorative, and humbling 

voice of the Holy Spirit. God’s conviction aims to heal, correct, and restore us to Himself and to 

right relationship with others; it does not aim to crush, demean, or inflate the ego. 

●​ Alignment with Revealed Scripture 

A foundational and non-negotiable principle is that God’s personal guidance, however 

subjectively experienced, will never contradict the essential truths, the moral character of God, 
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or the overarching redemptive narrative revealed in Holy Scripture. The Bible provides the 

objective, authoritative guardrails for discerning subjective experiences and promptings. 

Furthermore, discerning God’s ‘frequency’ is rarely a purely individualistic endeavor. Wisdom 

often lies in testing perceived leadings within a trusted spiritual community, seeking counsel 

from mature believers, and observing the long-term fruit in one’s life, recognizing that true divine 

guidance will promote spiritual health and coherence. However, it is also true that within those 

firm boundaries, a living, dynamic relationship with God means He will provide specific, personal 

guidance for individual lives, unique callings, and particular situations that are not, and cannot 

be, explicitly detailed in the universal pages of Scripture. An impression to pursue a particular 

opportunity, a significant life change, or a course of action in a complex relational dynamic, for 

example, might be tested by whether it aligns with scriptural principles of love for God and 

neighbour, integrity, wisdom in stewardship, faithfulness to existing God-given responsibilities 

(e.g., family, church community), and the overarching call to holiness and service. A prompting 

that clearly violates these core tenets, or encourages actions explicitly forbidden in Scripture, 

should be critically questioned and likely rejected as not being from God. 

●​ Specificity, Appropriateness, and Irrefutable Insight 

Divine counsel, when it comes, is rarely vague, generic, or a mere platitude. It often carries a 

surprising and even unsettling specificity, tailored precisely to the individual’s current 

circumstances, hidden internal struggles, or core identity issues. The Holy Spirit, as the ultimate 

Counselor, offers guidance that penetrates to the root of matters. This counsel frequently 

possesses an irrefutable quality of truth—a clear, sharp insight that, while it can be ignored or 

disobeyed through an act of will, cannot be easily rationalised away or argued against by an 

honest and seeking heart. It resonates with a deep “Thus saith the Lord” quality, even if 

unspoken. Consider an individual consistently feeling overwhelmed, anxious, and unfulfilled, 

despite achieving significant external markers of success. They might receive a clear, prayer-born 

insight: “The relentless fruit of your driven personality attempting to engineer security, 

significance, and control apart from Me is this chronic state of overwhelm, anxiety, and inner 

confusion. The fruit of My Spirit working through a surrendered, trusting will is peace, stability, 

and true, unshakable security. It is time to submit your deeply ingrained patterns of self-reliant 

striving to My way of restful leading.” Such a statement, directly addressing a core operational 

pattern and its destructive consequences, is both highly specific and profoundly difficult to refute 

intellectually or experientially. It cuts through self-deception with loving precision. 

 Theodicy - Divine Hiddenness | 26 



4.3 Removing Internal Obstacles: The "Journey of Subtraction" 

The journey toward clearer and more consistent divine communication often involves a courageous, and 

sometimes painful, process of "subtraction"—the intentional identifying and diligent working, with God's 

empowering grace, to remove the internal hindrances that can block, mute, or distort His "frequency." 

The ancient story of Joseph's family vividly illustrates how "hidden depths of sin" within the human 

heart and within family systems—Jacob's idolatrous favoritism and emotional neediness, Joseph's 

youthful arrogance and insensitivity, the brothers' escalating hatred and murderous envy—created 

immense relational and spiritual blockades that God had to painstakingly address through years of 

hardship.  

Similarly, in our individual lives, major obstacles to hearing God clearly can include internal states and 

ingrained patterns that require active dismantling. This 'journey of subtraction'... is not merely about 

ceasing negative habits but actively engaging in a positive transformation. It necessitates what the 

Apostle Paul called being 'transformed by the renewing of your mind' (Romans 12:2). This involves 

consciously identifying and challenging worldly or distorted patterns of thought, and intentionally 

replacing them with God's truth as revealed in foundational spiritual writings and discerned through His 

Spirit. This renewal is foundational to clearing the internal static that hinders divine communication and 

allows us to perceive God more accurately.  

Key internal obstacles can include: 

●​ Fear, Worry, and Chronic Doubt 

Pervasive fear (of the future, of failure, of God's judgment, of others' opinions), chronic anxiety 

about provision or outcomes, or persistent, unexamined intellectual or emotional doubt can act 

like overwhelming spiritual static, drowning out the quieter, more subtle promptings of the 

Spirit. Fear, in this debilitating sense, can become a form of idolatry, where more faith and 

emotional energy are invested in the perceived power of problems or negative potentialities 

than in God's explicit promises, His revealed character, and His sovereign ability to provide and 

protect. 

●​ Unforgiveness, Bitterness, and Resentment 

Harbouring bitterness over past hurts, nursing old grudges, replaying offenses, seeking 

vengeance (even if only in one's thoughts), or maintaining a steadfast refusal to forgive others 

(or oneself) creates a significant spiritual blockage and a toxic inner environment. Many spiritual 

traditions, including Christianity (Matthew 6:14-15; Matthew 18:21-35), teach that our vertical 

relationship with God is deeply and inextricably intertwined with our horizontal relationships 

with others. An unforgiving heart struggles to receive the fullness of God's grace, peace, and 

clear guidance, because it is out of alignment with the very nature of the God who is Love and 
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who has forgiven us immeasurably. Releasing these burdens through genuine forgiveness is 

essential for spiritual clarity and open channels of divine communion. Testimonies abound of 

individuals who experienced a prolonged sense of spiritual dryness or an inability to hear from 

God, only to realise, often through prayerful counsel or deep personal conviction, that this 

silence was directly linked to deep-seated unforgiveness towards a person who had wronged 

them grievously in the past. The courageous, costly act of choosing to forgive, however difficult, 

can reopen channels of divine communion that bitterness had effectively sealed shut for years, 

even decades.  

●​ Lack of Submission, Ingrained Pride, and Pervasive Self-Reliance 

A core and often deeply hidden impediment is the subtle or overt refusal to genuinely submit 

one's will, plans, desires, cherished ambitions, and very identity to the loving lordship of Jesus 

Christ (or to the highest conception of Divine Goodness). If there's an underlying commitment to 

self-reliance, a desire to maintain ultimate control over one's life, an unwillingness to truly and 

consistently ask, "God, what do You want me to do in this situation?" and then be prepared to 

obey even if it's costly, counterintuitive, or requires radical change, then why would God entrust 

further or clearer guidance? Pride insists on its own way, its own understanding, its own terms 

for relationship; humility, in contrast, makes the necessary space for God's sovereign leading and 

instruction. God's "beginning work," as Paul Moser suggests and the Joseph narrative illustrates, 

is often to lovingly, patiently, and sometimes painfully, convict us of this deep-seated pride and 

our illusion of self-sufficiency. These internal obstacles are often the very 'distortions' and 

'skewed perspectives' that God's invitation to 'search things out' (Proverbs 25:2) is designed to 

help us identify and overcome. 

●​ Unaddressed Prior Guidance or Incomplete Obedience 

At times, a perceived divine silence or a sense of His hiddenness might also serve to reinforce 

something God has already communicated but which we have yet to obey or complete. Like a 

loving parent waiting for a child to finish a current chore before assigning a new one, God may 

patiently wait for our responsive action to His prior guidance before entrusting us with further 

revelation. In such cases, the incompleteness of a known task, or unaddressed disobedience, can 

itself act as an internal obstacle to deeper communion and clearer subsequent direction. 

●​ Superficial or Neglected Relationship 

Beyond specific sins or emotional blockages, a general lack of depth in one's ongoing, personal 

relationship with God can significantly hinder spiritual sensitivity and effectiveness. Jesus 

attributed His disciples' inability to cast out a particular demon to their 'little faith,' and in some 

accounts, noted that 'this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting' (Matthew 
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17:19-21). This highlights that a vibrant, consistently nurtured connection with God—cultivated 

through dedicated prayer, earnest seeking, and disciplines that signify deep dependence—is 

foundational. If our engagement with God is sporadic or superficial, we may find ourselves 

ill-equipped to discern His voice clearly or to walk in the fullness of the spiritual authority He 

makes available. The 'trial' of faith must often mature into a committed, daily walk. 

●​ Unprocessed Emotional Wounds, Suppressed Trauma, and Internalised Grief 

Unhealed emotional pain from past experiences—childhood neglect or abuse, significant 

betrayals, profound losses, deep-seated griefs that have never been fully lamented or brought 

to God—or chronic, unaddressed anger and resentment, if habitually suppressed rather than 

brought into the light of God's presence for healing and release, can "clog the spiritual pipes." 

These suppressed emotions don't simply disappear; they can fester internally, creating pockets 

of darkness and distortion within our souls. This can lead to skewed perceptions of God (seeing 

Him as punitive, distant, or untrustworthy), projections of our own inner state onto others, and a 

heightened sensitivity to negative spiritual influences. For instance, someone with deep, 

unhealed wounds of abandonment may constantly perceive God as distant, uncaring, or quick to 

forsake them, regardless of theological affirmations to the contrary. Expressing these raw, 

painful hurts to God, the "Divine Counselor" and ultimate Healer, in an environment of trusted 

spiritual community, is essential for clearing these internal blockages and enabling a more 

accurate perception of His loving voice. 

●​ Lack of Persistence, Pervasive Impatience, and Unrealistic Expectations 

Developing spiritual sensitivity and the ability to discern God's guidance accurately and 

consistently is a relational skill, a spiritual "muscle" that requires dedicated, persistent practice 

and realistic expectations. It is not typically an instant attainment. Expecting effortless, 

overwhelmingly obvious divine communication without cultivating the relationship through 

consistent prayer, without dedicating time to quiet reflection and scriptural meditation, or 

without courageously working through the internal obstacles mentioned above, is often 

unrealistic and leads to disappointment.  Basically, if you don’t spend time with someone, you 

won’t get to know them. 

The secret, as many seasoned believers attest, often lies in praying consistently, seeking 

diligently, and listening attentively, even (and especially) when one doesn't immediately "hear" 

or feel anything dramatic. It is the persistent friend in an ancient parable (Luke 11:5-10), who 

keeps knocking, who eventually receives. 
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●​ Improper Inner State, Distraction, and Lack of Intentionality 

One's prevailing internal "state"—mental, emotional, and spiritual focus—is crucial for 

receptivity to divine communication. If one is perpetually distracted by the noise of worldly 

concerns, spiritually passive and unengaged, or not intentionally creating dedicated quiet space 

to listen, reflect, and commune with God, His more subtle promptings can easily be missed, 

dismissed, or drowned out. Cultivating this receptive state involves: 

○​ Intentional Prayer for Clarity and Discernment: Actively asking God to silence distracting 

inner voices (one's own anxieties, the clamor of worldly pressures, misleading cultural 

narratives, or even negative spiritual influences) and to sharpen one's ability to discern 

His specific, true leading from all other "noise." 

○​ Seeking the "Mind of Christ" and Spiritual Alignment: Praying to have one's thoughts, 

perspectives, desires, attitudes, and will increasingly aligned with the character, 

wisdom, love, and purposes of Jesus Christ (as encouraged in 1 Corinthians 2:16, 

Philippians 2:5). 

○​ Cultivating Expectant Faith and Openness: Approaching God in prayer not with a 

hesitant, doubtful "maybe He'll speak," but with a confident, humble expectation 

(grounded in His promises and His revealed nature as a communicating, relational God) 

that He will speak, that He desires to guide, and that He is present and attentive to the 

seeking heart (a principle found in James 1:6-8). This is not about demanding, but about 

being postured to receive. 

Indeed, we often do not stumble into our spiritual impasses, our “hidden depths of sin,” or our inability to 

hear God through isolated individual choices alone. These often develop through complex webs of 

damaged relationships, unhealthy family patterns, ingrained ungodly beliefs, and long-practiced habits 

of self-reliance or fear. Healing and restored clarity will likewise often come through a relational 

process—restored fellowship with a supportive, truth-speaking, grace-filled community, and supremely, 

through a deepening, brutally honest, and ultimately transformative personal relationship with God, 

who alone can reveal and heal our deepest flaws and unstop our deafened spiritual ears.  

This ‘journey of subtraction’ is not achieved by mere willpower but is profoundly dependent on God’s 

empowering grace and often facilitated through the honesty, support, and accountability found within a 

grace-filled spiritual community. We need God’s Spirit actively working to reveal and heal our deepest 

flaws. Mere self-help techniques or purely intellectual solutions are often insufficient; we need the 

active, sanctifying power of God’s Spirit “ricocheting around” in our lives to bring about true and lasting 

change. 
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4.4 Persistence & Divine Partnership in Discernment: Meeting God Where You 
Are 

The journey of hearing and responding to God is not a passive endeavor but an active, dynamic 

partnership. It requires persistence in seeking, as Jesus illustrated with the parable of the persistent 

widow (Luke 18:1-8) and the friend at midnight (Luke 11:5-8). This persistence is not about wearing 

God down or manipulating Him, but about cultivating a heart that is truly attentive, deeply desirous of 

His will, and increasingly responsive to His Spirit.  

This persistence is coupled with an understanding that while we pray for God's heavenly will to be 

manifest, His specific timing and methods remain sovereign. Our persistence, therefore, is an act of faith 

in His goodness and ultimate purpose, even when immediate answers vary.  

When guidance is discerned, even if imperfectly at first, obedience becomes the next crucial step. Acting 

on what is understood to be God's leading, even in small, seemingly insignificant ways, often opens the 

door to further clarity, deeper trust, and more significant assignments. 

A key aspect of this journey is the understanding that God often meets individuals where they are, in 

ways authentic to their unique experiences and temperaments. One doesn't need to become a 

philosopher to find God primarily through reason, nor a scientist to exclusively see His hand in creation, 

nor a mystic to be the only one to experience His presence. The paths are varied.  

Consider the story told by Professor John Lennox of Stan Ford, an uneducated ex-fairground boxer who, 

after a profound life change through encountering God, could speak with such authenticity and wisdom 

about his faith that he captivated Oxford University audiences, demonstrating a transformation that 

arguments alone might not achieve. This itself—God meeting diverse people in diverse ways, whether 

they are, metaphorically, a 'math nerd' or a 'football jock'—can be seen as a powerful testimony to His 

personal engagement. 

This active partnership often flourishes when we move beyond general requests and dare to engage 

God on His terms and His agenda. A powerful antidote to feeling His hiddenness, one that shifts our 

focus from our needs to His desires, can be to intentionally 'talk to Him about something He wants to 

talk about.' This might involve sincerely asking, 'God, what is on Your heart today? Who would You like 

me to bless, encourage, or serve?' and then committing, in faith and with courage, to act on whatever He 

impresses upon us, however small or challenging it may seem. Such specific, others-focused obedience 

can attune our hearts to His will and often opens channels of communication and perceived presence in 

surprising and refreshing ways. It is in this interplay of our seeking and God's revealing, our listening and 

His speaking, our acting and His empowering, that the reality of Jesus Christ Himself is progressively 

made known to us and through us. This is the essence of "Who do you say I am?" – a question whose 

answer is lived out in responsive discipleship. 
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This leads to deeply practical counsel for the seeker or the doubter, especially one who feels they are 

'feeling their way toward' God (Acts 17:27): start where you are. Pray to God and seek God from the 

position of your own humanity, your own experiences, your own struggles, your own questions, your 

own doubts. If you are a thinker, feel your way toward God through reason, because God is often 

understood as the source of all truth. If you are an observer of nature, explore that path, for creation 

speaks of its Creator. If your heart is broken, bring that brokenness to Him, for many traditions attest He 

is 'near to the brokenhearted' and that this vulnerability can be a profound pathway to encounter. If 

moral outrage at injustice burns within you, seek God through that innate sense of right and wrong, for 

He is often understood as the ultimate foundation of justice. 

The journey of faith often involves this 'feeling your way toward' a reality greater than yourself, and it's a 

path that honors your honest questions, struggles, and unique starting point. This seeking often involves 

sincere prayer, an openness to the possibility, and a willingness to engage with the 'threads of truth, 

goodness, or beauty' (as C.S. Lewis might suggest) that, if tugged upon, might lead to their Source. 

4.5 The Incarnation: God's Ultimate Answer 

The persistent human plea, "I'd believe if God just showed himself," finds its most profound, historical, 

and personally devastating yet gloriously redemptive answer in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ. God did 

show Himself, not as an overwhelming cosmic force that eradicates all doubt by sheer, irresistible 

power, but by becoming one of us, entering our broken, suffering world, and sharing our human 

experience in its fullness (John 1:14).​

The story of Joseph, betrayed by his brothers, stripped of his robe of favor, thrown into a desolate pit, 

abandoned and crying out in terror and despair, serves as a thought-provoking Old Testament 

prefigurement of Christ's passion. Centuries later, Jesus, the true and greater Joseph, was also betrayed 

by His own, stripped naked, abandoned by His closest followers, and cried out in the desolate darkness 

of the cross, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46). He voluntarily entered 

humanity's ultimate "pit" of sin, suffering, divine judgment, and profound separation from God. 

Christ’s suffering was infinitely beyond Joseph’s, not only in its physical agony but in its spiritual depth. 

He wasn’t just physically naked; He was, in a profound spiritual sense, “stripped of His Father’s love” as 

He bore the immeasurable penalty for our sin. He willingly “lost the Father’s coat” of manifest favor and 

fellowship so that we, despite our imperfections, our failings, and our suffering, could be clothed in His 

perfect righteousness and be eternally assured of the Father’s unwavering love and acceptance. This is 

the ultimate, costly demonstration of God’s presence with us and for us, not in a way that removes all 

mystery or pain from this present life, but in a way that enters directly into it, redeems it from its ultimate 

sting, and guarantees final victory over it. The Cross, therefore, stands as God’s most compelling, 

vulnerable, and transformative answer to the demand for Him to “show Himself” in the face of a 

suffering and doubting world. In our deepest tragedies and most perplexing silences, we often discover 
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that what we need most is not merely intellectual answers from God, but the assurance of His presence 

with us, a presence secured by the One who descended into our pit. 
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Chapter 5. Cosmic Context & Eschatological Hope 

The experience of divine hiddenness, and indeed the entire problem of evil and suffering, cannot be fully 

understood or engaged apart from the larger biblical narrative of cosmic conflict and God's ultimate 

redemptive plan, which culminates in a future of complete unveiling and glorious restoration. 

5.1 Hiddenness in a Contested Cosmos 

The world, as detailed extensively in the Worldview: A Wider Spiritual Context (WSC) document, is not 

a neutral stage for human existence but an arena of ongoing spiritual conflict. Rebellious spiritual 

powers, having been granted or having usurped degrees of authority, actively "seek to steal, kill and 

destroy" (a phrase from John 10:10). Part of their strategy, as outlined in many spiritual traditions 

including Christian scripture, involves deception, confusion, sowing seeds of doubt, twisting truth, and 

actively obscuring the reality of God's character, His love, and His presence (Ephesians 6:12; 2 

Corinthians 4:4). Humanity's own fall from grace and the subsequent ceding of rightful dominion to 

these hostile forces (Th Ch 5.2; WSC Ch 13) have further complicated the possibility of direct, 

unmediated divine interaction for all. God's communication, therefore, often occurs within this contested 

environment, requiring spiritual discernment, vigilance, a reliance on the spiritual resources He provides 

(like the "armor of God" described in Ephesians 6:10-18), and an understanding that we are navigating a 

spiritual "fog of war" where the enemy actively seeks to jam the signals. 

5.2 "Already but Not Yet": Living in Tension 

We live in a unique and pivotal epoch in redemptive history, characterised by the profound tension 

between Christ's decisive, historical victory over sin, death, and demonic powers ("already" achieved 

through His life, death, and resurrection) and the full, visible, and universally experienced consummation 

of His glorious kingdom ("not yet").  

In this interim age, the effects of sin and spiritual conflict persist, even for believers who are indwelt by 

the Holy Spirit. The complete clarity of God's glory, the undeniable manifestation of His presence, and 

the universal eradication of all evil, suffering, and ambiguity that will characterise the new creation are 

not yet fully manifest globally. This present era is intrinsically one that requires faith, enduring through 

trials with hope, and maintaining a fervent, prayerful longing for that ultimate, unambiguous unveiling. 

God has a divine "dream," a perfect plan, for His people and for the whole of creation—just as He had a 

specific dream for Joseph's family's salvation and His own exaltation.  

When we are in the midst of His often hidden and complex workings, it can look confusing, painful, even 

"ridiculous" from our limited, temporal perspective. Yet, the spiritual assurance is that He will not let 

anything—not human sin, not demonic opposition, not even our own failings and 

misunderstandings—ultimately kill His redemptive dream for us and for His cosmos. 
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5.3 Promise of Full Revelation: End of Obscurity 

The Christian hope is not for an eternity of wrestling with ambiguity or partial understanding but is 

firmly and gloriously anchored in the explicit promise that divine hiddenness is temporary. A day is 

coming, at the consummation of all things, when God's presence will be the unambiguous, 

all-encompassing, and joyfully experienced reality for His redeemed people. The Apostle Paul 

articulates this beautiful hope: "For now we see in a mirror dimly [literally, 'through an enigma'], but then 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known" (1 Corinthians 

13:12). John's apocalyptic vision (from the book of Revelation) of the New Jerusalem resounds with this 

promise: "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God... They will see his face…" (Revelation 21:3, 

22:4). This eschatological (end-times) promise assures that all current obscurity, all perplexing silences, 

all agonising "whys" will give way to perfect clarity, unmediated communion, and the fullness of joy 

found only in His unveiled, glorious presence. 
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CONCLUSION 

Mystery, Meaning, Hope – The Invitation 

The cry for God to make Himself more obvious, to speak in unmistakable terms that banish all doubt, is 

an ancient, deeply human, and entirely understandable longing, particularly when confronted with the 

stark realities of pain, injustice, and confusion in a suffering world. Yet, the Christian worldview, when 

understood in the fullness of its grand narrative from cosmic beginnings to eschatological fulfillment, 

reframes divine hiddenness not as divine neglect, inability, or indifference, but as a purposeful, albeit 

often profoundly challenging, aspect of God's relational and redemptive strategy.  

God has revealed Himself—powerfully and universally through the majesty and intricate order of 

creation, intimately and personally through the persistent whisper of conscience, and supremely, 

definitively, and sacrificially in the person and work of Jesus Christ. The very diversity and cumulative 

nature of these testimonies, emerging from so many different angles of human experience, can itself be 

seen as a significant pointer to a God who desires to be known. 

His sovereign choice not to compel belief through overwhelming, undeniable force is not a sign of 

weakness but a testament to the profound value He places on genuine freedom, authentic response, and 

freely offered love. This approach is designed to cultivate what theologian Paul Moser termed 

"cognitively robust theism"—not merely an intellectual assent to God's existence, but a deep, relational 

trust in Him as personal Lord and Savior, a trust that transforms the very foundations of one's being, 

moving beyond mere intellectual assent about God to a profound, personal knowing of God and an 

unshakeable trust in Him.  

Engaging with this "hidden" God is therefore necessarily an active, relational pursuit, not a passive 

waiting for irrefutable proof to be delivered on a silver platter. It involves cultivating a heart of trust, a 

willingness to risk surrender and obedience even amidst uncertainty, persistently seeking Him through 

prayer, foundational spiritual writings, and engagement with His people.  

Crucially, it demands the courage to embark on the "journey of subtraction"—to confront and, with His 

grace, remove the internal obstacles, the "hidden depths of sin" such as fear, unforgiveness, pervasive 

pride, our skewed naivety, sinful distortions, and unhealed emotional wounds, that can mute His voice 

and distort our spiritual perception. 

 It involves learning His 'frequency'—a spiritual sensitivity cultivated through dedicated practice, 

humble obedience, immersion in spiritual disciplines, and careful attention to the nuanced, yet distinct, 

ways His Spirit communicates. It requires us to learn to "know that He is working, even if we don't know 

exactly what He's up to," trusting His hidden purposes just as Joseph eventually had to, understanding 

that God often works all things together for an ultimate good that is far beyond our immediate 

comprehension, and that some truths are intentionally veiled for our 'kingly' discovery (Proverbs 25:2).​
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Ultimately, divine hiddenness must be understood within the grand sweep of the cosmic conflict and 

God's unfolding, triumphant plan of redemption. In a world still contested by forces of darkness, and in 

an age awaiting the full consummation of Christ's kingdom, a measure of obscurity and the necessity of 

faith remain.  

The journey may involve struggle and angst, as many people of faith throughout history can attest; faith 

is not always easy. But the Christian faith holds firm to the unwavering promise that this veil is 

temporary. A day is coming when all shadows will flee, all perplexing questions will find their ultimate 

answer in His glorious presence, and we shall know God fully, even as we are now fully known by Him. 

Until that day, the timeless invitation of God echoes with enduring relevance and tender urgency: "Seek 

the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near" (Isaiah 55:6, an ancient prophetic 

writing).​

And for the one still wrestling in the shadows of doubt, for the heart that sincerely yearns for a sign yet 

feels only silence, whether believer or sceptic, the words of Christ Himself offer a powerful, actionable 

promise: "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to 

you" (Matthew 7:7).  

An honest, humble prayer, offered from the depths of that seeking, is something as simple as; ​

"God, if you're out there, if You are real, show yourself to me in a way that leads to true knowledge and 

genuine love of You. Help me to overcome my own resistances, my hidden sins, my fears, and truly find 

You"​

It is a prayer that the Christian tradition affirms God delights in hearing and, in His perfect timing and 

manner, answering. 

One might say: offer that prayer with utmost sincerity, and then remain prayerfully observant, for God 

often desires to meet you precisely where you are - in the midst of your unique questions and longings. 

He offers not just intellectual solutions or a life free from struggle, but His very presence; not just a 

cosmic plan, but Himself—an invitation to know Him personally, to trust in Him through every season, 

and to find in that relationship the ultimate meaning and security, even amidst life's deepest mysteries. 

Through Jesus Christ, who endured the ultimate hiddenness and desolation of the cross, we are assured 

that even our deepest griefs can be turned to song, and that God's unwavering love, like a precious, 

protective "coat" in the fiercest storm, can sustain us through any trial, until we see Him face to face. This 

is the hope Christianity extends: not an exemption from suffering or the absence of all mystery, but 

profound meaning within them, the unbreakable assurance of God's love, and a transformative 

relationship that leads to ultimate, unveiled, and everlasting triumph. 
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